
Checklist Committee 
 

Committee Members:  G. N. Bronner, R. L. Brownell, Jr., M. D. Carleton, F. Dieterlen, 

A. L. Gardner, K. M. Helgen, R. S. Hoffmann, M. E. Holden, R. Hutterer, P. D. Jenkins, 

C. W. Kilpatrick, J. G. Mead, G. G. Musser, J. L. Patton, D. M. Reeder (Chair), D. A. 

Schlitter, J. Shoshani, N. B. Simmons, A. T. Smith, R. W. Thorington, Jr., D. E. Wilson, 

and C. A. Woods. 

 

Mission: 

 

The Checklist Committee was established by the Board of Directors in 1980 to provide 

advice on Mammal Species of the World.  The Checklist Committee is charged with 

compiling and updating the publication, Mammal Species of the World: A Taxonomic 

and Geographic Reference.  The first edition was edited by J. H. Honacki et al. (1982) 

and published by Allen Press and the Association for Systematics Collections.  The first 

edition recognized 4170 species.  Current authors for Mammal Species of the World 

(MSW) make up the checklist committee.  MSW contains the names of all currently 

recognized species, nested in a taxonomic hierarchy that includes at a minimum Order, 

Family, and Genus. 

 

Information Items: 
 
(1) The second edition of Mammal Species of the World was edited by D. E. Wilson and 

D. M. Reeder (1993) and published by Smithsonian Institution Press.  The online version 

of the second edition, as well as more information about the project is available at the 

National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution at: 

www.nmnh.si.edu/msw.  The second edition recognized 4629 species, including 172 

species newly described since the first edition. 

 

(2) The third edition, also edited by Wilson and Reeder, was published as a two-volume 

set by Johns Hopkins University Press in mid-December, 2005.  Since its publication in 

mid-December 2005, approximately 1500 copies have been sold. 

 

For the first time, MSW includes common names, authorities for synonyms, and the 

recognition of subspecies.  Other fields include type species for genera, type locality, 

distribution, and conservation status for species, and synonyms and comments fields for 

all taxa.  MSW3 also contains an extensive bibliography (~ 9,400 references) and an 

index of scientific names (~ 32,000 valid names and synonyms).  MSW3 recognizes 5416 

species, including 260 newly described species (between 1993 and the end of 2003).  The 

basic checklist (names only) is currently available for download at: 

www.nmnh.si.edu/msw.  There have been significant delays in getting a full online 

version of MSW3 up and running, but it is our hope that it will be up and running by the 

end of the year.  Database files may be requested from DeeAnn Reeder in the interim 

period.  The checklist committee will update the MSW3 database (and accompanying 

website) roughly bi-annually. 

 

http://www.nmnh.si.edu/msw
http://www.nmnh.si.edu/msw


(3) The committee is sad to report the death of two of its members, Peter Grubb and Chris 

Wozencraft. 

 

Action items: none 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

DeeAnn M. Reeder, Chair 

(dreeder@bucknell.edu) 


